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BOX III. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid. 

Group I, claims 1, 30, 31, and 34-36, drawn to the technical feature of a cell comprising a vector comprising vpr-p51/66 and an expression 
cassette comprising LTR-vpr-p5 1 -IRES-p66. 

Group II, claims 2-1 7 and 32, drawn to the technical feature of a method of screening for a compound that inhibits viral reverse 
transcriptase or affects dimerization of the p66 and a p5 1 subunit polypeptide of HIV reverse transcriptase. 

Group III, claim 18, drawn to the technical feature of a method of making a pharmaceutical composition. 

Group IV, claims 1 9-23, drawn to the technical feature of a method of inhibiting viral reverse transcriptase, inhibiting or enhancing 
dimerization of the p51 and a p66 subunit polypeptide of HIV- 1 reverse transcriptase. 

Group V, claims 24 and 27-29, drawn to the technical feature of a compound that inhibits viral reverse transcriptase. 

Group VI, claim 25, drawn to the technical feature of a compound that enhances dimerization of the two subunits of HIV- 1 reverse 
transcriptase, p51 and p66. 

Group VII, claim 26, drawn to the technical feature of a compound that inhibits dimerization of the two subunits of HIV-1 reverse 
transcriptase, p51 and p66. 

Group VIII, claim 33, drawn to the technical feature of a transgenic animal expressing vpr-p51/66. 

The inventions listed as Groups I-VIII do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: 

As set forth above, each Group requires a technical feature that is not required by any of the other groups. 

According to PCT Rule 1 3.2, unity of invention exists only when the shared same or corresponding special technical feature is a 
contribution over the prior art. 

The technical feature of Group I is a cell containing a vector vpr-p51/66, which is shown by Wu et al. (The EMBO journal. 1997, Vol. 16 
(16), pp. 51 13-5 122) to lack novelty as this reference teaches the expression vector of Vpr-RT fusion protein, vpr-p51/p66 (Figure IB), 
ligated in-frame and placed under control of LTR and RRE, and 293T cells transfected with the vector (Materials and Methods), thus does 
not make a contribution over the prior art. 
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